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1 . This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examininq 
Authority and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



This REPORT consists of a total of 4 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

□ This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e. sheets of the description, claims and/br drawings which have 
been amended and are the basis for this report and/br sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70.1 6 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 

These annexes consist of a total of sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 

I I3 Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability- 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 
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I. Basis of the report 



Description, Pages 

1-27 

Claims, Numbers 

1-24 

Drawings, Sheets 

1/5-5/5 



as originally filed 



as originally filed 



as originally filed 



These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b». 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

D Sute^^VsT^ 0 " fUmiSh6d PUrP ° SeS ° f intemational Penary examination (under 

3 application, the 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 
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4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 
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5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have 

been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, Inventive step or industrial appllcabilitv- 
citations and explanations supporting such statement y ' 



Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (IA) 



Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 



3-8,11-23 
1-2, 9-10, 24 

1-24 
1-24 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

It is known from D1 (Chemical Senses (2000), 25(3), 323-330; see Chemical Abstract 
accession n°1 33:235483) that the attractive effect of lactic acid on female Aedes 
aegypti is increased when combined with carboxylic acids of chain length C1-C3, 
C5-C8 and C15-C18. Examples include mixtures of lactic acid with valeric acid or 
propanoic acid. A further increase of attractiveness is obtained by adding a second 
acid and the use of two groups of carboxylic acids, C1-C3 and C5-C8 is suggested. 
Together with ammonia, lactic acid plus a C1-C3 fatty acid and a C5-C8 fatty acid 
formed the most attractive blend. D1 is therefore novelty destroying for the 
subject-matter of claims 1 -2, 9-1 0 and 24 (Article 33(2) PCT). 

Given the teaching of D1 , the problem underlying the invention may be seen as that of 
improving the attractiveness of hydroxy (thio)carboxylic acids containing compositions 
for blood sucking arthropods. The use of caproic acid as component b, the choice of 
the ratio a:b:c and the addition of C02 which is the major attractant in human breath 
are all considered as obvious modifications or optimizations which do not imply an 
inventive step. Claims 3-8, 1 1-23 cannot therefore be considered as being inventive 
(Article 33(3) PCT). 



The subject-matter of all claims (1-24) is considered to be industrially applicable and 
the present application is therefore considered to satisfy the criterion set forth in Article 
33(4) PCT. 



Form PCT/Separate Sheet/409 (Sheet 1) (EPO-April 1997) 



